Expeditious construction of (+)-mintlactone via intramolecular hetero-Pauson-Khand reaction.
(+)-Mintlactone, a bicyclic monoterpene natural product, has been efficiently assembled from (-)-citronellol in three steps. The synthesis features nitrous acid-induced formal isopropylidene "demethanation" and the molybdenum-mediated intramolecular hetero-Pauson-Khand reaction.